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Finding that sweet spot

How should we now live... with Islam?

Understanding Socialism: What lies at the core?

Is there an objective standard of Beauty,
or is it purely in the Eye of the Beholder?
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7 . Personal Holiness

8. Six Day Special Creation
9. The Sovereignty of God

From The

I

t seems that just in
the brief year since
the inception of Called
Journal the world has
changed forever. Unlike a 9/11 event, or
the assassination of
a president where it
seems that the world
stands still for an immortal second and
everyone remembers precisely where they were when they
“heard the news”, the events of
the past year are more like watching the footage of a train wreck
on the news. Each car in slow
motion leaves the track and begins it’s path of devastation careening out of control smashing
everything in it’s wake, as we look
on. With each wave of devastation we cringe in horror, disgust,
disbelief, and fear. Just when
one thinks the projectiles are going to stop, when it is anticipated
that the devastation is done, the
next car leaves the track and to our astonishment
creates even more horrifying calamity. Truly we
are living in a different world.

n

Editor
debacle of the presidential race, seeing avowed
socialists running for office (Bernie Sanders and
Hillary Clinton) with much popularity, reading of
marauding bands of Muslims in Minneapolis in
neighborhoods with bullhorns promising terror
and rape and all this was done with the protection
of law enforcement and elected officials (Governor Mark Dayton), and the list could go on and
on, has had a numbing effect on my spirit and has
literally rocked my world.

I

am not a doomsdayer and strive to
be a person of faith. I firmly believe
in the sovereignty of God and Christ’s
coming to set up His kingdom where
He will reign in righteousness and His
saints with him. But I have to admit,
I have gone from facepalm to disillusionment, to exasperation, to disbelief, to horror, to grief… the whole
gamut of emotions.
There have
been times this past year where I
have said those chilling words, “Why
bother?” Indeed, some of the delay in publishing this issue has been
my own personal disappointment in
our country and the death of western
culture as we have known it, and Christianity as a
predominant force in our culture.
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ut with this issue, I offer you, our readers, the
hope and encouragement that although we all
need to live thru times of chaos and insanity - the
hope of the gospel and the truth and righteousness that flow out of that life giving message. are
a reality for us today. With a new resolve I offer
this issue with some “heavy articles” written by
some thoughtful folks that we trust will be an encouragement to your spirit as you seek to live the
life of faith in these challenging days. I also hope
to inspire you to a life of joy in the presence of the
Father. Enjoying God and His special presence in
our lives and being on mission with Him is truly
the crown of the Christian life and the epitome of
a life of meaning and purpose. We would love to
hear from you. Feel free to email me at pauldmn@
hotmail.com
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T

he images of 800,000 Islamic refugees pouring into Germany and Europe, the News of
the Supreme courts Obergefell decision legalizing same sex marriage in all 50 states, witnessing
the gender confusion and insanity taking place
in public sectors of our cities, high schools, and
places of commerce (Target corporation), The
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Salt and light
Bring God’s word to your world by cutting out this poster and hanging it up in your home, school,
or place of business… before it’s too late. Take a picture of your “salt and light” display, post it
to social media, and email it to us. Wars are won by each little victory. God’s word will not return
void but will accomplish the work that He desires for it to perform. Be a part of the victory team
by fighting at the front where the battle rages the fiercest. We are cheering for you along with a
host of God’s mighty angels. What might we accomplish for the Lord if we knew we couldn’t fail?

Inside This issue...
The Benson Family

Page 6 Meet a fun, talented and creative family using their gifts

to bring the Gospel message to audiences across our land.

Understanding Islam

Page 10
view of Islam for today's thinking Christian.

Pastor Larry Long explores the history and world

A Theology of Musical Excellence

Page 22 Pursuing excellence is not optional
for Christians in Music ministry... a Challenge from James Haining

Whose Image Is On You?

ity of being an image bearer.

As A Man Thinketh...

thought life and renewing our minds.

Page 22 by Maggie Fry Youth focus article about the real-

Page 23

by Tom Fry Men's article on the challenge of the

Cultivating a Love For God's Word

Page 28 by Sean Bontrager As a young
man whose memorized a large part of the Scriptures he shares his personal journey on how he does
it and what role his parents have played in cultivating a culture in their home that fosters memorization.

Tech Talk From Studio J

Page 30 Jesse Durocher shares the nitty gritty details on
Sound compression in the ever confusing world of Sound Design.

The Most Remarkable Miracles

Page 34 by Cindy Mullet From the mission
fields of Honduras to the prisons of our land, Cindy reminds us in her creative and powerful way
that the most remarkable miracles are still happening today.

Josiah's Gift Page 36. Mark Beck is a remarkable man with a remarkable gift. Reciting much of the New Testament live is bringing God's word to life in new ways.
Pickup Lines for Singles

Page 38 Geared toward our single readers, pastor Jeremiah Knoop shares some funny personal anecdotes and a great lesson on the sovereignty of God
in finding a spouse.

A Theology of Beauty

Page 40 Daniel Nuckols explores post modernism and relativism and challenges us to consider the objective really of aesthetics.

A Man and His Truck

Page 44 by Paul Durocher A fascinating human interest story
about Ray Lorenson a Minnesota resident who found himself divinely guided by his Heavenly father
of all places...to a goat field... to a unique find.

Capitalism Vs. Socialism

Page 48. Jeremiah Durocher explores the history and
thought behind these two systems which are currently at the heart of a great divide in contemporary American political thought.

What do Playboy Magazine and Moody Monthly Have In Common?
Page 60 A look at contemporary trends in media consumption and implications for the future.

“Male and Female Created He Them...
and He said unto Them,

‘Be Fruitful and Multiply, F ill the Earth and Subdue it.’”
Called Journal

~ Genesis 1:28
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